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As the spring semester came fo  Gioel spent the past summer in .
an end and the mercury rose iIn Nablus, Palestine working with Pro- [ WACNO Internships- p.6
the thermometer, all of us were ject Hope at a refugee camp. The fol
excited for our own reasons. Far lowing is an excerpt from her account

some, it was the ageld adage | of her stay. nearly impossible to obtain an

isummer: sun and funo while for aecurate picture of the situation
some, it was the anticipation of The IsraeliPalestinian conflict Eyery article, discussion, and|

travelling or simply enjoying long| has ramifications for politics all pook on this topic left me with a
lazy days. | had both these andaround the world, and understanding sensation of looking at a half
one more: The Spanish immersiogn it, or trying to, is a must for every in- megapixel picture of a thousand
program at Middlebury College. | ternational relations student. How- year old tale. So, after having re

Every summer since ever, when one tries to figure out the peated this exercise of frustratior
1915, Middlebury College history and roots of the conflict, one numerous times, | decided thaf
has been organizing Lan- becomes entangled in a confusingtrying to understand people with-

guage Schools with the intent gf web of biased analyses of religion,
educating motivated and interr culture, and politics that make it
ested people in different lan
guages and cultures of the world. When | reached Middlebury Col- Spanish at UNO, and | had a long
Renowned internationally for its lege, | was awed by the greenness andgay to go.

accelerated language learning en-beauty of the terrain. It reminded me As the days passed, | learned
vironment, the Language Schools of my country, Nepal, and provided amore Spanish than | could have
offer intensive classes in ten dif- serene backdrop for an intense sumimagined though I did not notice
ferent languages with a teaching mer of study and a severe test of myt immediately. | had four hours
faculty who come from all around patience. My first day in class wasof classes each day, grammar,
the globe. The secret of the pro- catastrophic and | almost regretted
ductivity of this program is its being there. My professors were from
effective use of the Language Cuba and Mexi c o, |n@r8sfd id learfing hBr dbout
Pledgei an honotbound pledge the faintest idea what they were sdy- internship

taken by the students to use theing; it was as if they were speaking an opportunities?
language of study as their only alien language, not Spanish. | found )
means of communication during out that all other students, placed |in Go to our website and
their stay. Sounds crazy, right? | my academic level, had either studied check it out!
thought the same and almost de-more Spanish than me or had been

cided not to go. Little did | know abroad in a Spanistpeaking country  http:/cola.uno.edu/BAIS/
that the same pledge would be thefor some period of time. I, howevet, BAIS_internships.htm
foundation of my joyful summer. had studied just two semesters of
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR  JOHN HAZLETT

This issue of th®@AIS Newslet- of New Orleans (WACNO) and ing three represents
ter benefits from the help of a guestUNO that will be of particular in- tives of the Union &
editod Kaylan Geiger (BAIS, terest to BAIS students. ThreeCivica D e Sy
2010),who comes to us with a goodBAIS students are currently work- mocratica,  who i
deal of experience as the editor ofng with WACNO, and we expect came to the US to
U N O ®sftwood.  BAIS students that more will do so in the future.  defend the new regime and the (Ijl
have also authored the lead articles More good news: the Program gitimacy of the upcoming Novemb
in this issue: Jason Shah (BAIS, continues to grow, even during a elections in Honduras. The day aftgr
2012)writes about his experiences aperiod of budget cuts. Our enroll- the panel presentation, ousted Pregi-
the worldfamousMiddlebury Col- ment is now higher than it has everdent Manuel Zelaya slipped bac
lege Summer Language Schools, been, with almost 180 students oninto the country, giving those wh
andGioel Gioacchino (BAIS, 2010) our office roster. Increased num- attended the event a powerful sensp-
shares her thoughts on her work thibers are good, but we do not wanttion of sitting in the bleachers of a
past summer witlProject Hopein a to lose the sense of community important unfolding internationa
West Bank Palestinian refugeet hat mar ked t h e situgtipne dnrthe m@ming weeks,
camp. We also have articles highyears. One of our goals this year,plan to have presentations for BAI
l i ghting two newtherefae, wili lents create waygests on study abroad opportury-
international studies facul®y for BAIS students to interact more ties and internships. We are algo
Ambassador Peter Moserour first frequentlyd through a BAIS stu- Working closely with other campus
Diplomat in Residence, teaching indent organization (or by creating a Unitsd Center Austria, the Interna
both the Political Science and His-student wing within WACNO) and tional Student Exchange Programs,
tory Departments; and Dr. Richardthrough event both social and the Summer Study Abroad Pq

Frank, a newly hired Political Sci-i nt el | ect ual . wdrams, the gellege pf Busigss
ence Department faculty membee sending out notices of eventswell as those departments who
with a specialization in the field of organized specifically for BAIS courses make up the curricula of the
International Relations . Finally, thisstudents. In miceptember, for BAIS. Stay tuned. ~ We will be
issue contains news of a recentlexample, we held a panel presentabringing an event to your neighbor
establishedInternship Agreement tion on the Crisis in Honduras, hood soon.

between the World Affairs Council sponsored by WACNO and featur-

|\/| IDDLEBURY... When | recall those glorious Spanish school provides a gresal
days, the first things that come toof extracurricular activities along
homework, two quizzes and two ormind are neither the classes nor theith intense classvork to give an
three essays each week with a nunprdeals | faced in learning Spanishenriching immersion experience. Ngt
ber of presentations thrown in be{ remember the awesome times $urprisingly, by the end of the sur
tween. We spoke, talked, ate, andpent with some of the friendliestmer, | fell in love with Spanish lan
slept in Spanish. | wrote my firstpeople | have ever met. Sharing thguage and culture.
Spanish article in my compositionsame dorms and same kitchen, | The greatest thing | learned th
class, and received a grade of C ipefriended people from all walks ofsummer is that languages are ali\IE.
returni the worst grade in my life. life i students, college graduatesJust like a person, each language i§ a
My progress was gradual, and by th@rofessionals and experts in Spanistioor to a new world full of opportu
second or third week, | had develHanguage and linguistics. | had anity, revelry, culture, and ideology
oped enough Spanish knowledge tgroup of friends with whom | went As much as | learned this summer
share my feelings and present myut to explore the town and naturemy classes, | experienced some IJ[:
opinions. | found out that the pro-and take in the summer sun witiforgettable moments that will alway$
gram was demanding, but not veryreat loads of fun. | also took salsaemain dear to me. Every significarjt
difficult; for my last assignment, | and tango classes, participated ievent produces a hundred memorigs.
wrote a fourpage research papér the cooking club, played soccer andVvhen | look at my summer experi
for me, the linguistic equivalent of volleyball, and partied every week-ence at Middlebury, it also bring
climbing Mt. Everest. end. As you must have noticed, théorth a hundred smiles.
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covers their arms and legs fully. Aygs

PALESTI NE... PH volunteer, | was required to we
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 long sleeve shirts and long pants
out getting to know them is point- the heat of Nablus. In spite of this
less. was always very noticeable whe
Last summer, | was walked around the streets, and peg
given a chance to pursue my interestvould stop me frequently to ask
in the Palestinian/Israeli conflict by broken English where | was from a
drafting a proposal for a month longwhat | was doing. On my strolls,
Cultural Dialogue workshop in Pal- was constantly followed by a group
estine. The project | prepared wasat least three or four neighborho
accepted by a grassroots organization hi | dr en scream
called Project Hopename?o,; I mu st
(www.projecthope.pgs which offers name at least a million times to {
English and French lessons to thesame group of kids. Palestinian h
children living in Nablus, one of the pitality is almost overwhelming, an .

largest cities on the West Bank. Myl received, and gladly accepted, nGieel Gioacchino
personal goal for volunteering in Pal-merous lunch invitations by locals. http:/mww.recreasculturaldialogue.blogspot.comf
estine was fairly simple: | wanted towas always amazed by the leng
get a o6feel 6 f or suffehing pagience thattthie dalestigpagmert, which | shared with a C&;

spending time with its residents andans use to deal with their hardship.nadian girl studying for her maste
by listening to their stories. 1do not In a place so different from then the Middle East and a Britis
like to build up expectations before Iworld | am used to, | could not fegburnalist working on economic is
begin a new experience or visit alike an insider while in Nablussues. Every evening we fixed oyr
new place. In this case, | had no ideghanks to Project Hope, howeverdinner on the balcony, Watche’li
that my volunteering project would never felt like a tourist either. lamazing sunsets over Nablus, a
turn into such a profound learningfact, PH is extremely well integratetélked about politics and life while
experience. Project Hope (PH) andwith the local community. While thenegaphones called the city to praygr
the city of Nablus have been an exfest of the city might feel very corwith beautiful Arab chants. In oy{r
cellent platform that has allowed meservative, the PH office is a sort apartment building, we had two bat
to obtain an inside view of the Pales4international melting pot where laooms to share among all twenty qf
tinian people and their struggle. cals and international volunteets, and very little water. Yet, | rarel
Nablus is a vibrant city, even meet and exchange ideas vegltas happy as | have felt in Nablug.
though its recent history has beeropenly. PH utilizes its resources well My happiness in Nablus gre
tough. In fact, it was the center ofby pairing a local volunteer (as aso out of the sense of deep fulfil
the Second Intifada which began intranslator) with an international on@ent | obtained from the Cultur
2002 and ended only in 2006. The(as a language teacher). In this wljialogue workshop | invested s
consequences of this long period of/olunteers can learn from each othmuch energy in organizing. Proje
hostility are still very visible. Nablus and work sensitively with the locdlope assigned me to work with th
has been isolated by check points focommunity. summer school of the Askar Refugde
years and developed into one of the If during the day | was con€amp. The camp, only 10 minutgs
most conservative cities in Palestinestantly in contact with Palestinianfom Nablus, has a large populatioh
Nonetheless, Nablus is a lively cityduring the evening | would spend nof around 15,000 people and wgs
where smells and sounds are captitime with the other twenty or so irestablished in 1950. Life in the ref
vating and people are reacting to théernational volunteers, who cangeze camps is harder than in Nablgis
deeply traumatizing experience offrom all over Europe, Canada, amd so many people are crowded i
the Israeli occupation and the Inti-the US. For security reasons, \aevery small space with poor recreg-
fada. | fell quickly in love with were not allowed to go out duringonal and social structures. In ad
Nablus and its people. the evening after 9:30. The curfewon, most of the children | worke

d

woman is quite an experience. Virtu-was important for all of us to take thgarents, or close relatives killed
ally all the women in Nablus wear atime to reflect upon and discuss oamested by the Israeli Army. As
headscarf and a black robe whickexperiences. | lived in a humbleonsequence, the atmosphere



http://www.projecthope.ps
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PALESTINE... | o . | |
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 ject, we created a poster with pic-Palestinians was important in help-
tures and descriptions. In additionjng me understand their view of tfje
Askar is very tense. throughout the month, my studentsworld and in showing me what thgy

| was assigned to a class of engaged in various challenging disimade of life in a stateless, militafy
twelve energetic fifteen year olds cussions on topics like stereotype®ccupied society.
for my project. The sessions, held and intercultural communication. Almost two months after my re
three times per week, were de- The workshops turned out to beturn to the US, it is still difficult t
signed to increase cultural aware- a great opportunity for students todistill what | have learned from
ness through the tool of photogra- reflect upon the impact of culture onexperience in Nablus. Despife
phy. In the first phase, the studentstheir way of perceiving the world. countless discussions on the Pales-
were introduced to basic photogra- Listening to their stories and experi-tinian/Israeli conflict, | must admit
phy techniques, and we took pic- ences was extremely powerful; | wasam still frustrated by its complexity.
tures around the Askar Refugee finally able to connect real faces toHowever, | have definitely learn
camp shooting the crucial features the stories | have been avidly readinghat in a situation of conflict, polit
of the Askar culture. During the about for the last few years. Paralletics touches all people, and very
last two weeks of the month, stu- to my project, | was teaching Englishdeeply; | plan to keep this lessonin
dents prepared short presentationsto the nurses of the local hospital ananind as | pursue my career.
describing the significance of the Italian to a couple of university stu-
pictures they took. As a final pro- dents. This extensive interaction with

Looking ahead...

§ World Affairs Council of New Orleans PubNite
Social gathering for the purpose of sharing experience with irteieriEohatfessionals
6-8 pmi Oct 1 2009 @ Westin Hotel at Canal Place, New Orleans

§ New Orl eans Citizens Diplomacy Council qgDj pl
Educational event featuring presentations on 24 countries
57 pnit Oc t 1 2009 @ Peteds Club in the I ntferco

§ 0The St &tté amft i Tr &ed ati ons: Austria, the|Huro
Dr. Christian Prosl, Austrian Ambassador to the United States
10 arfi 11:30 am, Oct 1 2009 @ Library 407, the University of New Orleans

A TTENTION

Changes within the Critical Languages Program

This semester, the Critical Languages Program, formerly offered through Metro College, |be
came part of the Department of Foreign Languages in the College of Liberal Arts. For more
information on studying critical languages, such as Russian, Arabic and Viethamese, student$
can call 504280-6934.
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BAIS Welcomes New Professors to

Campus

By Kaylan Geiger (BAIS, 2010)

Former Austrian Diplomat Becomes UNO Professor

|

A new face can be seen in the hall:
of the Universit
History DepartmentDr. Peter
Moser, the tenth annual Marshall
Plan Chair for the academic year
20092010, is the first ever Diplomat I\
in-residence for UNO. This semeste:

: . K
he is teaching nEs
macyo and AEur op =
Hi story. o

Dr. Moser brings with him years of
di pl omatic exper
motivation has been my interest in
hi story, 6 said
as a diplomat for Austria in every cor- ilt is easy for
her of the globe, from Bulg_arla 0 " \win wars, but it is much more difficu
India, from Japan to Washington D.Ct I . t peac.e
il have devel opexd seonbeut?]hciengof haet
just the contr ary hoafn tbq]rge S.i cli)rfe

non
joked Moser of his will ol Lo
Joked Moser of nis WIFINGNESS L0 IVe  y,qsar recommends traveling and
in places far from his birthplace in

i learnin he international sys-
Vienna. earning about the international sys

Ambassador Moser in his office|

. . .tem, addin t hat
RSl e tfa'”ed atthe D'p'o”‘.a“‘f g towards globalizatic?n Interna-
Academy of Vienna and was admltte({'i o A | St ud | es i

to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
1967. His first assignment abroad w
in New Delhi, followed by a stint in
Bulgaria, which, at the time, was un-
der communism. He then served as
the Consul General in Los Angeles.
Afterwards, he became the first Aus-
trian Ambassador to South Korea,
before becoming Ambassador to the

He also recognized that the role o}
a3 i pl omat i s chan
lomat had more or less the task of 4
gate keeper, 0 sa
not a gate keeper anymore; now yo
have to be a fac

Moser also acknowledged the im-
portance of language in the profes-
sion; he speaks German, English,

us. Moserretiredasadiplomatafte%pani s h 20 @0 el
serving as Ambassador to Japan. Ianguag:a 5 e s
Al had a key intneera,\?sctI 0itn’h East, Ad
al ways, 0 Moser sai of "hi's posi't

in Seoul and Tokyo. As the first Aus-
trian Ambassador to Seoul, Moser

said that witness THE UNIVERSITY of [§
Atransition from NEW ORLEANS
democracy. 0 The Vv oo .
Japan, he added, WagesPofor K@ NEelcek - [0
Japanese love Austrian culture and E-mail: kgeiger@uno.edu
musi c, Mt hey | ove PORMORERFORMATIMNIONTACT [0
ies, our society, [ olHrRHAZLEMDRECTER. O

jhazlett@uno.edu
TEL 2801136

Moser was Ambassador in Wash-
ington D.C. during the weeks follow-
ing September 11 and later, as the

-p With Him, Assistant

D i Nptlmany people can claim to ha
| lived and traveled on all seven con

M JPEn RS o erz |

: c‘grﬁza undekrstarmdiagdof théavsrid r

Bringing the Experience
of Seven Continents

Professor Richard
Frank Joins the Political
Science Department

nents, but new International Rela-
tions Assistant Professor Richard
BHrank can.

kThe umber seven appears to be
Iucl?y or Frank. He spent seven
yeahnsaravélithro ovee 7 cobiritrigs
ton all seven continents, amassing

BorRthéeag. MOTr e we i
Vet osydefinitel
stand whatoés goi
the worl d, 0 sai
stiidbed Inetatire Asean uhderyradifit
before taking to political science.
sigdraoed hasl uad
@8ance of the Uni
GaidFgank, desirBirgfwhat iewas
like to see people in developing
icountidoveear-shirts féaluting  r
UAmerican pop artfi
ibli iztaatrer .edf f ect .
Of the favorite places he has vis-
it ed, Frank ment
for the outdoors and Tibet for the
anbdi na tah enrss .0 N Baia
iAd,r iftias lafnew hha
s&ﬁﬁﬁgmbphblwa@ studying how
norities are represented in differeng
parts of the world.
| Frank has also traveled in Pakist
[ Gentral Asia, th€ongo, and yes,
he has even lived in Antarctica,
aflgyving him to truly conquer all
seven continents.

1T Cdohtinued on Page 6

h he
thii tg

an,

U.S. deployed troops to Iraq and Af-
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News Around Campus

Amnesty International-UNO Chapter on Campus

The University New Orleans Cups of Tedy
welcomed its own chapter of the Greg Mortenson.
human rights advocacy group,  And on September
Amnesty International, onto cam- 19, Amnesty Inter-
pus last Fall. Founded by UNO  national UNO or-
student Jason Shah, the volunteergani zed a
organization plans to examine hot Penalty Teacth n 0
topics, such as the death penalty, to discuss capital punishment
human rights, poverty, and vio-  with a panel made up of death
lence against women and chil-  penalty experts and practicing
dren. attorneys.

The group has already organ- Students can become involved
ized events and activities on cam-in the organization by contact-
pus, such as a collaboration with ing Group Coordinator Jason
The Womends Ce n Shkahatshaa@uno.eAlp r i |
for a book discussion dthree

6Deat |

WACNO Internship Provides Opportunities
for BAIS Students

The World Affairs Council of
New Orleans (WACNO) is offer-
ing internships for BAIS students
that will give them a chance to
work directly with programs with
an international perspective.

plementing significant changes.
AThe program i
said Platon. AW
dents from all area universities an
have a diverse
that students wishing to apply for
iWe want to gi internsaipslinthe $prnd shoutds
the opportunity to get exposed to  start by midDecember and that
i nternati onal a f decsioms svill ke mada in darlyE d
ardo Platon, the current Executive January.

Director for WACNO. WACNOGs of fi ce
WACNO currently hasthree UNObG6s Resear ch
BAIS students enrolled as interns, Park, provides people who live in
Gabriel Ruiz, Jason Shah, and the metropolitan area with a vari-

Tammy Vu. ety of programs and speaker ever
ilt seems | i ke ontapicsiredatedyto internpationab
help me in my international stud-  affairs, cultures, and global topics
ies program, 0 sai iORUi 2mi swhHhon i
works directly with the programs  New Orleans on international af-
offered by WACNO, including- fairs, o said PI

nally from Salvador, Brazil and
who studied at UNO as an ex-
gheagenet wdekt .
international events and trends
students, and international affairs mor e vi si bl e he
ent husi asts, 0 s ai dN®students cail beeomen e
PubNite will be hosted at The members of WACNO by paying a
Westin Hotel at Canal Place from discounted fee of $15. For infor-
6 to 8 p.m. on October 1. mation on enrolling as a member
The internship program was  of WACNO visit their website at

PubNite, which occurs the first

Thursday of each month.
APubNite is

ing program for professionals,

a

Professor Richard Frank...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

fiPeople around the world are un-
failingly polite
he has met whil e
the friendliest of people are the one
who have the least exposure to for-
eigners. o

Of his experience thus far in the
classroom at the University of New
Orleans, Frank said that when stu-
dents have fdinte
it helps in the
with a variety of perceptions from al
walks of life and all corners of the
globe enrich the conversation.

fiThe students a
terested, 0 said
rent classes, a graduate course in
ﬁlnternationaI—C

rse on
Sin

g in W clagsrogm Cis té]n?ake a [[
nect.i et w
J énge aQ a ré)searci?rﬁe%{)d %N ad

t ool for af fecti

Having only been in the city of
uNew Orleans for several weeks,
Frank finds himself adjusting to bott

» the Regtang ghg culfu@.Po | i t
aadmaethhokegg sp
of the city. i Be

nitely get a different perspective,

tsseeing it up c¢l o
s to educate

at on, who is orig
ifWe want t o make
re. o

X t

initiated only last June 20, but de- www.renola.net
spite that, interns are already im-

Photo by Malcolm Mansour
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